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TIME MAGAZINE MAN OF THE YEAR ISSUE (WOMEN OF THE YEAR) 
JANUARY 5, 1976 CONTAINED FOLLOWING EXCERPTED FROM SECTION 
OF COVER STORY ENTITLED "THE MEN WHO ALMOST MADE IT": 

"THERE WERE, HOWEVER, MANY ALSO-RANS. PRESIDENT FORD 
RANKED AMONG THEM. FOR THE FIRST FEW MONTHS OF THE YEAR, 
HIS POPULARITY GREW AS HE SHOWED THAT HE COULD LIVE EASILY 
WITH POWER WITHOUT RESORTING TO THE IMPERIAL PRETENSIONS 
AND DEVIOUS ACTIONS OF HIS PREDECESSORS. GENERALLY, HIS 
HIGH-LEVEL APPOINTMENTS WERE IMPRESSIVE. AFTER ENDURING 
THE HUMILIATION OF THE COLLAPSE OF SOUTHEAST ASIA, HE 
DIRECTED A SPIRITED IF OVERDRAMATIZED RESCUE OF THE 
MAYAGUEZ FROM THE CAMBODIANS. SINCE THEN IT HAS BEEN 
DOWNHILL, AS HE WAS PERCEIVED BY MANY AS JUST NOT BEING UP 
TO THE JOB. TRYING TO IMPROVE HIS STANDING IN NOVEMBER 
BY SHIFTING KEY LIEUTENANTS AND FIRING DEFENSE SECRETARY 
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JAMES SCHLESINGER, HE LOOKED LIKE A FUMBLER. CONFRONTED 
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WITH MASSIVE IF BADLY LED DEMOCRATIC MAJORITIES IN CONGRESS, 
HE COULD NOT OVERCOME THE OPPOSITION TO MANY OF HIS DOMESTIC 
AND FOREIGN POLICIES. IN THE END HE WAS FORCED TO ACCEPT 
CLUMSY COMPROMISES; AN ENERGY BILL THAT WOULD REDUCE OIL 
PRICES IN THE SHORT RUN AND ALLOW THEM TO RISE IN THE LONG 
RUN, A TAX BILL IN WHICH CONGRESS GAVE A NONBINDING PROM- 
ISE TO LIMIT SPENDING. IN MANY RESPECTS, FORD'S RECORD 
WAS BETTER THAN HIS CRITICS ALLOWED. BUT NONE OF HIS 
CONSERVATIVE MOVES SEEMED TO APPEASE HIS PARTY'S TRUCULENT 
RIGHT WING, AND ITS CANDIDATE, RONALD REAGAN, PASSED 
HIM IN THE POLLS. 

"HENRY KISSINGER DOMINATED WORLD AFFAIRS AS THE MOST 
REMARKABLE SECRETARY OF STATE IN MODERN TIMES, BUT THE 
MAGIC WAS FADING. THE TENUOUS PEACE HE HAD ENGINEERED IN 
VIET NAM, FOR WHICH HE WON THE NOBEL PRIZE IN 1973, 

UNRAVELED WHEN THE COMMUNISTS TRIUMPHED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
KISSINGER'S LABORIOUSLY CONSTRUCTED POLICY OF DETENTE WAS 
SHOWING CONSIDERABLE WEAR AS CRITICS AT HOME AND ABROAD-- 
NOT LEAST OF THEM THE GREAT SOVIET WRITER ALEXANDER 
SOLZHENITSYN-COMPLAINED THAT THE RUSSIANS WERE EXPLOITING 
THE ARRANGEMENT. BUT HIS CRITICS WERE UNABLE TO PRESENT 
COGENT ALTERNATIVES TO DETENTE, AND MUCH OF THE OPPOSITION 
WAS BASED ON UNREALISTIC ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT WHAT DETENTE 
SHOULD OR COULD ACHIEVE. 

"INCREASINGLY ANTAGONISTIC TO THE SECRETARY AND APPARENTLY 
DETERMINED TO RUN U.S. FOREIGN POLICY, CONGRESS CUT OFF 
MILITARY AID TO TURKEY AND TO ANTI-COMMUNIST FORCES IN 
ANGOLA. KISSINGER AND CIA DIRECTOR WILLIAM COLBY, WHO WAS 
LATER DISMISSED BY FORD, WERE HOUNDED BY DEMOCRATIC-LED 
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES TRYING TO EXPOSE COVERT U.S. 
INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS. DAY AFTER DAY, FRANK CHURCH'S 
SENATE COMMITTEE FORCED COLBY TO DIVULGE INFORMATION ABOUT 
PAST OPERATIONS, IN A SPECTACLE THAT WAS INTENSELY DAMAGING 
TO THE U.S. POSITION IN THE WORLD. BUT KISSINGER SCORED A 
NOTABLE SUCCESS IN SEPTEMBER WHEN HIS MUCH DERIDED SHUTTLE 
DIPLOMACY, AFTER MONTHS OF PATIENT EFFORT, CULMINATED IN A 
HISTORIC AGREEMENT BETWEEN EGYPT AND ISRAEL. THE 
PRESIDENT STILL SEEMED TO GIVE HIS POLICIES SOLID SUPPORT 
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AND, DESPITE CONGRESSIONAL HOSTILITY, KISSINGER WAS 
ADMIRED AND WELCOMED DURING HIS SEVERAL FORAYS INTO THE 
AMERICAN HEARTLAND." 

ROBINSON 
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